CALL FOR SUBMISSIONS
The First Tohoku Conference on Global Japanese Studies

The International Graduate Program in Japanese Studies at Tohoku University, Japan, is pleased to
announce a call for submissions for the First Tohoku Conference on Global Japanese Studies. The
conference aims to provide, for scholars of Japan from a range of ages, nationalities and disciplines,
an opportunity to exchange ideas, thus fostering the possibility of further collaboration.
Conference Dates and Venue
Dec. 14-16, 2018, Tohoku University, Sendai, Japan
(Conference starts in the late afternoon of Dec. 14)
Abstract Submission Deadline
Monday, Sep. 10, 2018
Conference Topic

The Meiji Restoration Revisited: Culture, Religion, and the State
The Meiji Restoration of 1868 has been studied primarily from a political perspective. But this major
event also made new forms of knowledge, thinking, and representation widely available, and brought
new religious, cultural, and linguistic transformations, changing once and for all the way the
inhabitants of the Japanese islands understood themselves in a global context. These changes of
1868 also brought wide-ranging effects in Asia and the rest of the world. On the occasion of the 150th
anniversary of the Meiji Restoration, this conference aims to reconsider the Meiji Restoration from a
cultural perspective, and to think about the intersections between on the one hand cultural and
religious changes, and political and legal on the other, while trying to find its place in the overall
context of global history.
Submissions are, however, not limited to the above-mentioned topic. Working sessions will also be
held in parallel with the topic sessions, concerning broader issues related to Japan in various fields
of humanities and social sciences. One of the workig groups will focus on Japanese Society and its
Challenges-Historical Background and Perspectives. We especially welcome submissions from
young scholars and graduate students.
Keynote Speakers
Prof. James E. Ketelaar (The University of Chicago)
Prof. Kenshin Kirihara (Kinjo Gakuin University)
Important Dates
Deadline of abstract submission
Notification of acceptance
Conference
Conference Language
English or Japanese

Sep. 10, 2018
Sep. 30, 2018
Dec. 14-16, 2018

Abstract Format
Abstracts should consist of approximately 200-400 words in English. Author names and affiliations
should not be included in the abstract, which must be submitted in PDF format. Conference
proceedings will be published in open-access digital formats.
Travel and Accommodation Expenses
Travel and accommodation expenses should be covered by the participants themselves.

Organizing Committee
Naoyuki Ono (Chair)
Hiroaki Adachi
Clinton Godart
Yoshihiro Imoto
Hiroshi Kabashima
Orion Klautau
Hiroki Oka
Koji Oono
Hiroki Takakura
Takenobu Yuki
Contact
Please send abstracts to the address below:
meiji150.tohoku@gmail.com
For more information please refer to the website below:
https://www.sal.tohoku.ac.jp/japanese_studies/

