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Abstract: In this presentation, we will first establish the obvious yet puzzlingly still unaccepted centrality of spoken
language in the study of human language. We will then go over various issues involved in data collection and
transcription of spoken language. In order to gain a better understanding of the rationale for adopting this particular
approach to human language, we will examine representative audio and video segments of actual Japanese interaction.
[ will then review some recent results of this line of research as a way to gain a further understanding of what may be
achieved by using spoken language as the starting point. If time allows, we will discuss issues regarding recording
equipment, transcription systems, corpora, analysis software packages, and qualitative and quantitative analytical

methods.
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