April 7, 2026

To all international students at Tohoku University

Fujisaki Department Store was founded in Sendai and is celebrating its 207th
anniversary this year. Since its founding, Fujisaki has consistently valued
contributing to regional development and putting the customer first.

In order to make our beloved Sendai an even more wonderful city, we are working
on various community and social contributions throughout the year, and we
participate in the sparrow dance and yamahoko parade at the Sendai Aoba Festival
every yeatr.

Fujisaki and Tohoku University signed a comprehensive partnership agreement in
June 2024 with the aim of "Realizing Sendai as a diverse and attractive
international city,” and this event was planned as one of our cultural exchange
initiatives.

We would like to introduce the details below as an opportunity for you to join us in
livening up the city and festivals of Sendai and experience Sendai’s culture.
We hope you will join us.



The 42nd “Sendai Aoba Festival” Yamahoko parade schedule (draft)

1. Date and time: Sunday, May 17, 2026, Meeting time 11:00 AM - Dismissal time
around 4:00 PM (planned)
2. Recruitment requirements:
30 international students studying at Tohoku University
(There are no other conditions.)

3. Schedule for the day (current schedule. Details will be sent to applicants later.)
@®11:00 Meet at Fujisaki Office Building ~12:00 Lunch and change of clothes

lunch, please change into your clothes. (Several members from Fujisaki will help
you change into your clothes.)

*Please prepare a white T-shirt to wear underneath and comfortable shoes.
*The lunch will be Japanese food, but if you would like a Muslim-friendly lunch,
please let us know when you register.

@®12:30-13:00 (scheduled)

Gather in front of the Fujisaki’s Ebisu Yamahoko.

Fujisaki’s Ebisu Yamahoko will leave in front of Fujisaki Department Store, so
Participants will be divided into groups and take turns pulling the reins at the front
and back of the Yamahoko, and will work together to make the Yamahoko go
forward, stop, and turn in response to the calls of the leader and signals from
those around you.



A procession of sparrow dancers will accompany the floats and perform a dance.
Please join in the excitement by clapping along to the rhythm.
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‘There will be many spectators along the route. If you smile or wave back at them,
they will be happy. (It will also be good publicity for Tohoku University, Fujisaki!)

@®15:00-15:30 Arrive at Sendai City Hall
After the ceremony, we will take photos etc.After the photographs are taken, you
will return to the Fujisaki Office, change clothes, and then disband.



Please share your experience with your family, friends, and acquaintances, and on
social media.

4. Course for the day (planned)

We aim for Sendai City Hall while cruising along Aoba-dori, Higashi Nibancho-dori,
and Jozenji-dori.
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5. Other details

The meeting place on the day, detailed schedule, etc. will be notified to participants
at a later date.
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