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CUI HAINING (54 H1%1)

(He graduated from the International Graduate
Program in Language Sciences in March, 2021.)

I received both my Master’s and Doctoral degrees in
the International Graduate Program in Language
Sciences, GSICS, Tohoku University. My research
interests lie in the interdisciplinary field of language
communication and brain sciences. Specifically, my
research focuses on investigating the cognitive
mechanisms of socio-pragmatic expressions using both
behavioral and fMRI techniques.

Thanks to the help and support from my advisors and
friends in GSICS, I have had a wonderful experience in
Japan as an international student and researcher during
the past seven years. During this period, I believe I have
grown to a better version of myself both professionally
and personally. I entered GSICS without knowing
anything about life and the graduate-level academic
environment in Japan. In the early period of my
graduate school, I had difficulty following and
understanding some lectures because most of the
contents were new to me as I majored in a different
program in my undergraduate course in China. Luckily,
my professors and lab mates helped me, guided me to
find a research direction I would like to pursue, and
encouraged me to keep a positive attitude. In particular,
my supervisor always supports me to continue pursuing
the interdisciplinary research of language and brain
sciences. She always mentions that it takes time to grow
as a researcher, and good things happen to those who put
time and efforts into pursuing their dreams and aims.
Whenever I encountered difficulties, these encouraging
words always helped me along the way. During my
staying at GSICS, the Language Sciences program
frequently invites researchers in different fields to give
open lectures. These excellent talks have broadened my
perspective on sciences and academic life. So, I decided
to continue pursuing my academic career at McGill
University as a postdoc researcher.

In the coming spring, I will leave GSICS as an
alumnus. At the end of this letter, I would like to thank
all my professors and lab members in GSICS, and I hope
to enter my next career with confidence and pride as a
member of GSICS.
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